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MOBILITY

Fabian, Sklar & King, P.C.

Michael H. Fabian, Stuart A. Sklar, Patrick A. King, partners

fter surveying the devastation for just an hour, Stuart A. Sklar left the scene
of the 2006 Ellison Bay, Wis., explosion knowing that the investigation was
going to pose serious logistical problems.

One overlooked piece of evidence can ruin a case, and this case was enormous.

The explosion in the remote resort town had injured seven people and killed two
Michigan lawyers—Patrick and Margaret Higdon of Bloomfield Hills—who were va-
cationing there with their family.

Sklar, of Farmington Hills-based fire and explosion firm Fabian, Sklar & King,
PC., would be at the scene for a week, working in a large tent with nothing more
than electrical service. He wondered how he would stay in constant communication
with colleagues and technical experts while he was away from the office.

He decided to take the office with him.

It was then that Sklar assembled the contents of the black bag he now calls his
“mobile office.”

He already had a laptop. But he quickly made a list of everything else he would
need on location: a scanner and printer, which together would serve as a copier;
a digital camera; and a small video camera.

For less than $3,000, he was able to assemble everything needed to investigate
fire scenes, and stay in communication with a team from all over the country.

On the first day that investigators and lawyers were allowed onto the scene, when
there was a briefing with the sheriff’s department, he was able to get all the pertinent
public records and scan them into his laptop.

Sklar said he can’t believe he never thought of the mobile before.

“It’s so simple,” he said. “Let’s say I come across a piece of corroded pipe, so I
need a metallurgist’s opinion. I photograph it and film it, and e-mail it to the
metallurgist. Inmediately he can take a look at it, and rather than hearing from
him three weeks later, he’s telling me immediately, ‘The pipe is cut in the wrong
place. You should have cut that differently.””

He can take pictures of products and consult with experts as if they're at
the scene of the explosion, finding out valuable information about product
recalls, for example, which can shape the rest of the investigation.

In Wisconsin, he was able to immediately get information about a key Michael H. Fabian and Stuart A. Sklar survey the damage following wildfires in California.
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The investment was worth every penny, and then some. In May, the Higdon
family agreed to a settlement in which the three couple’s three children received
$21 million.

Since assembling the components, Sklar has added to, and upgraded, the remote
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office. But the idea remains the same: to keep all the components in one place so he
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can efficiently and effectively work in any environment.
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